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First, Take the Uke Quiz

1 If you score 16 or betten this 2Gquestion quiZwithout looking up the
answers), you are fairly knowledgeable about uke musmryhYou can use
the Syllabus as a refresher, and perhaps pick up a few new things.

T I'f the information asked in these ques
then this Syllabus is not for you.

1 If, however, you have moderate tdow scoreandyou find the questions
interesting, then you should benefit from the Syllabus.

T Finally, if you dondét | i ke quizzes, or
basic music theory, then skip to tReeface (And if Prefaces bore you, skip
thatand go right to th& able of Contentgpage 9).

The notes of the F chord, as shown belawthe fret board (reading left to rightare:

F
0_O

2 1
a) GGFA
b) A-GFA

c) GGF#A
d) G#GFA

The notes of the G chord as shown below on the fret bdexdding left to right) are:

G
Q

D

132

a) GD-GB

b) GD-F#Bb
c) GD-GBb
d) GD#GBb



3. The IMV-I chordprogression in the key of A is:

a) ADG
b) D-EA
c) DFA
d) ADA

4. The fret board is standartined to GGEA. What note would be played by pressing
the first red dot (closest to nugnd picking that string higher upe fret board®

A
E
C
G
[S——
half step
a) Ab
b) G
c) G#
d A

5. The notes played picking each striistarting with the G stringlvhen the first fret is
barred (shown by blue line) are:

®oOm>»

)
half step

a) G¢CgEcCA
b) A¢DqFCA#
c) G#-C# FcA#
d) G#-D¢F-B

6. The notes played picking each stratgpve the 4 fret bar (blue line), starting with the G
string),are:



—

half step

a) BCE¢G-C
b) BCECG#-C#
c) C¢FgAcgD
d) A#-D#-GcC

7. The notes on this piano keyboard represent which chord diagram?

8. The notes on this piano keyboard regent which chord diagram?




9.In playing a movable chord, what is the minimum number of strings that must be
pressed?
a)l
b) 2
c)3
d) 4

10. Below is the G chord, played with fingers 1, 3Y@u can go from here to the Em chord
by usng your fourth finger to press:

G
Q

iR

1312

a) G string, 1 fret
b) C string, 3 fret
c) A string, 3 fret
d) C string, # fret

11. If you strum all the strings opdn a standard tune ukulele (GEA), you will play
which two chords?

a) C6 and Am7

b) CMaj7 and Am7
c) A7 and C7

d) A and CMaj7



12. The calypso strumming pattern is:

13.

Q A r i r r 1
G /S I i
= | Il ] | I I 1l ]
Y] T — T —
1 2 and 3 4 and
down down up down down up
P
3
0
o K r rl r i r 1
G 72 v ¢4 7 7 |
= | 1 I L7 Il Il 1l ]
Y] T — 4 —
1 2 and and 4 and
down down up up down up
Pt
3
0
P’ - A r 1
Gir i i
= | | Il Il Il I 1l ]
Y] — T — 1
1 and 2 3 and 4
down up down down up down

d) None of these, as the calypso strum is used in 3/4 time songs.

The following ukulele tablature is from the song Clementirtee notes of the first two
measures are:

0—0——0 0—

w

3—1—0—

w

-
7'&1—1——1 11—
R

o

FCFcFCCCACA
GG GcFCA#HC A
F#c F#C F#C CHCACA
EcCECEcCDCACA



14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.

Starting with the G strinfeftmost in the diagram)what chord is played btablature
0-2-1-27?
E2 Gm? G 67
o Q Q Q
¢ o0 ®
® o L J (K (K

Starting with the G stringeftmost in the diagram)what chord § played by tablature
0-2-3-2?

E?O o Gm7 O G o G7
@] LK J ®
® o ® ® o ® o
®
a) b) c) d)

The following 5 questions afirue- False

One F#mmediately following thdreble clefsign(as shown}ignifies key of Eﬁ
The lowest note you can play on the uke turned t&&A, with a
re-entrant G string, is middle C.
The Hawaiian D7 chord does not contain the D note.
E7 can be substituted for E in the key of A
The HV-V chord progression in key of FiBE.

Answers at end dPreface



Preface

The ukuleles not easy bus easie than most other instrumerfte an adult to learn
i compared, say, tthedulcimer, guitaypianoor any wind instrumentt also has
advantages ovehteeflute-like instruments adults are often drawratbeginning
instruments- the recorder, the Nie American flute, and the pennywhistléhose wind
instruments are not designed to play chords, just the melody line, so they are more
limited than the uke, which can do both.

Forbeginners, ne of the best thingsbout the ukuleles thatmostuke clibs are very
welcoming In atypical club sessiomo one can hear you (ext¢ggerhapshe person
sitting next to yol If you joined any otheinstrumentgroupi playing flute,horn,guitar
or dulcimer for examplé with the same level of inexperience uyawould be outed
instantly.The ke is forgivingb e c au s e i t fardndie & jardsessiecgaod r y
players or singergsuallyprovide the rhythm anohelody In many ssions where | have
fumbled on chor@¢hange®r lost the strum pattern, no ohasever noticed (as far as |
am aware).

The downside of this easy acceptability is thastrpeople who play in a uke group
get by with just strumming along,0 t h e rnineedtisetollearn #out éhe makeup of
individual chords, Wwat notes are generatey the finger patternsor why certain chords
are playedn some songs and not othdPeoplgustcome to play and have fuwhich
makes sense the club is not a classroom

Stil | éf emusictam #he nmoe you understand how thalelk works, the
better player you are likely to beconTéis idea is stated clearly by professional player
Brett McQueen, creator of one of the top uke web sites, ukuleletricks.com:

Why You Should Know This Stuff

Brett McQueen
|l 6ve said it bef or eknowvgpauwhatedohof theery, bubtheorwhelpsh o u t
you to articulate in your mind what youdre actu
as a musician and artist to communicate the things you want to communicate.

This syllabusis by anovicewho becaneinterested in how the ukulele works, and
now wants to teach other beginndrsthat senséhe Syllabusas a unique perspective
hel ps that | k n o Befor blaying theeke d hadnd musicah o w .
knowledgeand played no other instrumehaam far from what anyone would call a
Amusi tiam. bot a music teacher, but prefer
Il f you play the uke, and have any interest
you should find this syllabus helpfut is also chock full of links to internet videos and
other sources to enhance your understanding.

To produce this syllabus | have freely used images from the int&hrete images
are copyrighedby the original creatorg.hus thiswork cannot be used fany
commercial purposendshould be viewed as a free teaching Aikhe same tne,
anyone should feel free to use Byt for their own purposes.



To get the most out of this syllabus you should have adwiked to GC-E-A, a tuner
(shown below, atth ed t o t hlknowdKkeasdaew asicacdoydsand have
some experience playing a group settingeven if only a few times).

7

In each sectioare short quizzes twelp you reviewthe material.Look for the yellow
headingQUIZ TIME. | strongly recommend you do each Quiz before proceeding to the
next sectionAnswers argrovided afteiSection 10Also includedare several appendices
with additional materialSome of this material is truly beyond beginner level, but is
included to show hownuch more there is to learn about this amazing instrument.

Larry Martin
drlarry437 @gmail.com

Answers tofiFirst, Take theUke Quizo

©CoNOO~WNE
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15.¢c

16. False; it is key of G
17. True

18. True

19. True

20. False;tiis FBb-C
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SECTION 1: NOTES OF THE UKULELE

The best way to understand your @l the notes it can playhby reference to the piano
keyboard.Throughout this syllabusshowsections of th&eyboardastheyrelae to the
uke.You will get the most out of the syllabus if you can experiment on a keybearg
keyboardlf you havereadyaccess to a keyboard or piano, gréatot, | recommend

going online for dree piano simulatom http://virtualpiano.net/(If you prefer some

ot her simulated online keyboard, thatos

C25 E29 G32/A34

When you presanote on tis simulated keyboard using your mousérackpadopointer,
the name of the note shows at top, as inftgige from the simulator web sit€he
numbers you see when each key is pressed only refer to the keys of this particular
simulator; the notesf the ukulele tuned to-G-E-A would be G32, G25, E29 and A
34.

Musical Scales

All music isbased on musat scales, the easiest and most common of which is the C
major scaleThe C major scale is played on the piano with just the white keys, as shown
below.The C scale is D-E-F-G-A-B. To these 7 notes of the scaeausually included a
repeat of the firstote, which is then number 8.

C major scale

Cé Di FiE (o Al Ci Di Fi 5F AS
Db Eb Gh Ab Bb Db Eb Gh Ab Bb

=
L]
o
B
|
E
2
&
4
L]

(1)
B |[C]

L4,

Q0
Bllclip|E|F|c|a|B|C

0000606
mIEEER

10


http://virtualpiano.net/

You can form a scale starting with any note of the keybddrelre are specific patterns
to these scaleSome are major scales (one pattern), some are minor scales (another
pattern).Howthe scalesre formed is not ingrtant for our purpose¥.ou just need to
know that each scale has a different arrangement of notes, in a specifi©ditier.
major scales, only C major uses jtist white keyson the pianoThe other major scales
use one or more black keys.

Note tha each black key is labeled with bottsharp (#) and a flat (b)Vhat to call a

specific black keysharporflatd e pends on t he scale youdre I
ukulele playersThus you can call the black key between C and B arG Db; does 6 t

matter.(If you are composing music it does matter.)

To repeat, the C major scale (including a repeat of the C) is:
C-D-E-F-G-ATB-C

Between tle eight keysof the C major scale are five more keys, all black keigse they
are labeledasharpsThese black keys are NOT part of the C major scale.

C-C#-D-D#-E-F-F#-G-G#-A-A#-B-C

| 61 1 show ahe& majr scal@nd them et to the ukuleléhe G major
scaleincludes one sharp, the R#ere are the 8 nes of the G major scale, including a
repeat of the G.

G-A-B-C-D-E-F#-G

G major scale

Cé Di Fi GF Al Cé Di
Db Eb Gh Ab Bb Db Eb

=@
2

[=]
@
=
=2
3
E
=
77}
a8
.

00000606
G]]lA] Dl E]

BIC|D|E|F

Notes on the ukulele

|l tds easy to vi sual iwheeehdshaps and flats are atl black he ke
keys.If you go to your keyboard and alternate pteythe white and black notes, you can
appreciate the differences in the way they sound.

11



The notes you fisee0 on the piano are al so
obviousTo visualize the notes on stingsofttreet boar
ukuleleand relate them to the piano keyboard.

M
I
D
[ 8]
L
E
C

Middle C is the lowest note you can play with the stantaned uke, which is &-E-A.

In terms of pitch, going from lowest to highest, the notes aeGzA. However, in

terms of order bstrings, we call the tuning-G-E-A. Picking these four strings in

succession (&-E-A) will give the tune noted in practically evemkeb o o k as A My Do
Has Fleas. 0

Where is middle C on the pian@®e thick green arrow shows middle C, which is the
lowest note you can play on the uke, with standa/@-&-A tuning. The highest note

will depend on the size of your uke, but generally it is two octaves up from middle C,
shown by the thin green arrow.

12



It is obvious that th uke has a much narrower range than the piano, or most other
instrumentdor that matterStill, it can play a large amount popularmusic.

Half Steps and Whole Steps

A very important concept in understanding your uke is the difference between half
stgpsand wholestepd hal f step is simply the distanc
adjacent keys on the piangere again is th C major scale.

C major scale

Fi Gi Al
Gh Ab Bb

CiDi FiGiAl Ci Di
Db Eb Gh Ab Bb Db Eb

(1]
B |[c]

oy
=
-]
=
pror
2
E
8
[%:]
m
-]
L

0000000
G EE AR

o
Eaf~]

DIE|F|G|A|B]|C

Theinterval between C and C# is a half stegcause those are two adjacent keys
there is no kepetweenhem.Similarly, between C# and D is a half steynd so forth.

Note that there are no black keys between E aatdrbetween B and Chus the
interval between E and F is a half step, as is the interval between B &ridllGws, of
course, that the tarval between C and D i®o0 half steps or onehole stepas is the
interval between D and E, between E and F#, lidtere are théalf steps and fole steps
between middle C and the next&asily appreciated by reference to the keyboard.

Half Steps Whole Steps
C-C# C-D
C#D C#-D#
D-D# D-E
D#-E D#-F
E-F E-F#
F-F# F-G
F#G F#G#
G-G# G-A
G#A GH#H-AH
A-A# A-B
A#-B A#-C
B-C B-C#

13



The ukulele is also made up of half steps and whole stef$ie distance between
any two adjacerfrets is a half steplwo half steps equal a whole step.

Ist 2nd 3rd 4th

Fret Fret Fret Fret

v *

half step whole step

®om>»

Now we have the information to take a closer look atutkesfret board If you

Ajpuckdo any of the open strings, without press

of that stringj.e., G,C,EorAWhen you press a fret (and
between the vertical strips, not the strips themselves), you will get a different note;
between two successive frets you will get a half step higher (if you are going up the
fretboad, toward the sound holeY.hus, pressinghefirst fret of A string gives A#; ¥

fret of A string give a B; third fret of A string gives a C; etc.

—
half step

I f 1 tds not c | elayedbypheysing thesests go back tetlse piano e
keyboad; you will see that there is a half step difference between A and A#, between A#
and B, and between B and C.

14
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If we rotate the fret boari the right and label all the first five frets, we get this
importantdiagram.

G € E A

COO®
DOO®
OOV -
QOGO - -
QDD ...

Using your tuner, do the lowing:

Press 1 fret of A string.What note do you get when you pick the A stridg?
Press X fret of E stringWhat note do you get when you pick astring?F#
Press 3 fret of C stringWhat note do you get when you pick the C stribg?
PressA" fret of G stringWhat note do you get when you pick the G striBg?
Etc.

Practice this up and down the first five fretisyour ukulele Check each note with your
tuner.Remember, between any two adjacent frets is a halfSkgpa fret on any give
string and the two notes are a whole step affiamu play the notes on the piano piano
simulator yowwill better appreciatéhe differencein soundbetween half steps and whole
steps then see if you can appreciate the difference on your uke

QUIZ TIME i SECTION 1i Notes of the Ukulele

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

How many steps are there between F and G?

How many steps are there between B afidd D

What note do you get when you press4fidret of the C ging, and pluck the C
string?

Whatnote do you get when you press 8 fret of the G &ing and pluck the G
string?

How manycomplete octaves canstandaretuned ukulele play?

15



SECTION 2: MUSICAL KEYS AND CHORD PROGRESSIONS

Every p

Amaj or o

playedi in more tharone keyF o r

i ece of mMastipapular and folk sorgy®areene fiftkee y . 0

following keys:C, D, F, G, and AEach of these keys is based on the saamed scale of notes.
Thus thekey of Cincludes all the chords derived from that C major sddlekey of D includes

all the chords derived from D major scale, éf¢hen there is no quékr of the key, such as

or fAminor o0, it Margsoags aravritentandcanbb e t he

e x amp | e iscdmthbnty playedtisithrerkeay of

C or key ofF. Thus, depending on the musichand, it might be played with chords derived
from the C major scale or with chords derived from the F major scale.

Since ach musicakey has specific chords, it follows ththe kg determines which chosdire
played in the sondf the singerannoune s t h e
chordsthat go withthe keyo; i t wo n 6ThekeymiCpldys thenaguralE note; the
key of G plays F#Big difference.Soeveryone should be playiregd singing in theame key

for ary particular song.

song Wwi

be

sung i

There are several wa yG@nmbssongasheeats uset ia jam dessipns, o f
the keyshould be evident in one of two ways.

1) ltis printed at the beginning of the sQrg is shown here for the opening starasity

of New Orleansi Key C@u bdndt

be any

c |

ear er

t han

2) The key isdenoted byhe first and last chordin this song the first chord is C, as
is the last chord of the entire song. When they are different, the rule is that the last chord
determineshe likely key.

City of New Orleans Key C

C G Cc
Riding on the City of New Orleans
Am F C G
lllinois Central, Monday morning rail
C G C
Fifteen cars and fifteen restless riders
Am G Cc
Three conductors, twenty five sacks of mail

Am Em
All along the southbound odyssey the train pulls out
of Kankakee
G D
Rolls along past houses, farms and fields
Am Em
Passing towns that have no name, freight yards full of
old black men

G C

And the grave-yards of rusted automobiles.
Chort

F G C
Good morning ‘merica, how are you?
Am F Cc G
Don’t you know me, I’'m your native son

C G Am

I’'m the train they call the City of New Orleans

Bb F G C
I'll be gone five hundred miles when the day is done.

16
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Chords from the C Major Scale and Chord Progressions

A chord is simply three or more notes played togetesic in the key of Qwill use
chords from the @najorscale which isC-D-E-F-G-A-B-C. Hereis the C major scalen
the keyboard

C major scale

[=]
£
B
4
E
=2
]
8
-

FIG|A|B|C

Y ou can form &3-notechord starting witlany of the notes othis scale.(The formula
for determining these-Bote chords is discussed in Appendix B.)

While there are seven possibla@te chords in this scale, three are of the utmost
importane: the F, 4" and %" chords.In the C major scale, these are thM@jor, F
Majorand GMajorchords( These 3 chords -45@ ciViVee ei t h
¢ h o r rdost&ources usdV-V to refer to these 3 chords

Cchordis GE-Git h e (ail}) chord
F chordis FA-Ci1t h e (di W)ochord
G chordisGB-Dit h e (di¥) ahord

FManr

I T

17



Beforewe get to thesthreechords orthe uke | want to agn shownotesobtainedon
thefirst five frets(this was introduced in Section. Pressing thé& string ! fret and
plucking that string will give G#; pressit@string £ fret and plucking that string will
give C#:; pressing string 3 fret and plucing that string will giveC; etc.| highly
recommend you become familiar with the notes on the first five frets.

GCEA

GOQ®
DOO®
BOQO -
POOO -
QDO ..

Standard chord diagrams are shown with this vertical configuration, omitting the
labeling of individual notes over the frekéere aretiel-IV -V chords ofthe C major
scale as they are played on the fret boardWhen finger notation is shown, as it is
here,1 is the index finger, 2 is the middle fing8ris the ring fingeand 4 is the pinkie
Belowt h e c healsaptacethé®not played by each string when you strum the
chord

C F G
000 00 O
C

3 2 1 1
GCEC ACFA GD

PLAY THESE CHORDSThen, with your tuner, pick each note individually, to see
what the notes are.

18



Chord Progressions

When thesehreechords are played in a piece of musiey form what icalled a
Achor d prMogt popidas musiais based drel-1V-V (1-4-5) chord
progressionWhy? Because thiprogression is mogtleasing to the braif.hat
explanatiormay soundaimplistic, but think about itthiswagsong wr i t er s di dn.
out of the blue thatlV-V was the best progressidnt 6 s t he otWhenrt way ar
IV-V sounded better than most other progressions, it beggyptar irmore and more
songsl t o wat al l i nt uiltM-Wiemoreipleadirsg tharrother thord n d e |
progresions, so is used more often.

If you know thd-1V -V chord progression for each of the common keys, you know
enough testrum chords fothousands of songs.

The 1-IV -V Chord Progression for Key of C
Here is thel-IV-V chord progression fahekey of C.

Musical Key [-IV-V Chords
C C=GCEG
F=F-A-C
G=GB-D

The C chord(or I chord in his scal¢is played withthering finger (#3)onthe A
string, third fret, as shown in the chord diagram

C
PIeI0R

®

3
G-C-E-C

When you strum you will thus play the open strings to get G, C ahdtEhe A
string will not play A;it will play C. Check this out with your tunefhus, when you
strumall four stringsyou are paying GC-E-C: the C chord.

*k%k

Before we get to F and G chords, do you notice the difference between a uke chord and a
piano chord with the same notes? On a real piano or keyboard you can play the notes of a chord
simultaneously, using three fingers. Or, you can play them one at a time, what is commonly called
a fAbr ok e @followed byd @nd then G. In the ukulele, when you strum you can only hit
one string at a time, no matter how fast your fingers.

19



Piano:

C-E-G played simultaneously

or

C-E-G played one note at a time, in succession (broken chord)

Uke:
C-E-G played one note at a time, in quick succession by strumming (broken chord)

Thus all uke chords are, in a sense, broken chords. Still, the C-E-G of the uke is the same as
the C-E-G of the piano, and you should frequently refer to the keyboard to understand these
chords. The pianoisbyfart he best i nstrument to visualize the <ct
(or on any other instrument, such as the guitar).

*k%k

Now we comed the F chad in this FIV-V chord progressiofor the key of C

F
Q_O

FC

2 1
A-C-F-A

It is fingeredas showrabove in the chord diagram/hen you strum you will play the
open strings C and Athe G string is pressed at the second fret to give an A, and the E
string is pressed at the first fret to give arPRuck these strings with your tuner in place
to confirm the notesThus, when youtsum you are playing AC-F-A: the F chord.

The G chord is played as shown.

G
Q

20



When you strum you will play thepen string GTheC string is pressed at t2e
fret to give aD. The E string is pressed the third fret to give a GLheA string is
pressed at the'2fret to give a BThus, when you strum you are playingdsG-B: the G
chord.Pluck these strings Wi your tuner in place to confirm these notes.

The I-IV -V Chord Progression forKey of G

You can do thigxercisewith each of the other popular musical kesf, G, and A.
Let 6s the key &G, ahich seems to be th&*nost popular key, afteZ. Here is
the G major scale on the piano keyboardlike C major, it has one sharp#.

G major scale

ci Di Fi Gi Al ci Di Gi Al
D Eb Gh Ab Bb Db Eb [Fi Ab Bb

]
-4]
=
=2
g
E
=
7]
8
L}

000060
6]]A] Ol] ]

BIC|D|E|F

Here are the-1V-V chords for the G Major scale.

Musical Key [-IV-V Chords
G G =GB-D
C=CEG
D = D-F#A

G C D
Q- Q00 O

793
:

123

—
132 3

The G chord and Chord are exactly the same as the G and C chords in C major
(described aboveHowever, instead of the F chord we now have a D chord.
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The D chord is played as shown.

D
O

775

123

A-D-F#A

The only open string is the A strinfihe G, C, and E strings aa# pressed at the'?®
fret. Thus when you strum the G string, you are playing aw/hAen you strum the C
string you are playing a And when you strum the E string you are playing an F#.
Check these out with your tundihe resultA-D-F#A: The D chord.

Substituting V7 for V_in Chord Progressions.
When you see chord progressions in uke books and in printed music, you are apt to
find afiv7o chord substitung forthe VchordSo cal |l ed fAseventh chor
common in popular musie.g., G7,C7,DEach of these AV70 chord
the corresponding Vhord in al-IV -V chord progression, and is often preferred over the
V chord.(This is an example of chord substitution, which will be brought up again in a
later section.Below are chords fahe C major scalfom Ukulele Hunt showing G7
instead of G.

C Major Chords (chords in the key of C)

I IV \%

C Dm Em F G7 Am

ol gt

(38 )
W
W
o
[§]
[39)
W
(39 )

22



A 7" chord adds a fourth note to the basiedde triad Belowis G7 on the piano
keyboard, along with the G and’@hords shown in uke chord diagraffibe G7 ads a
fourth note, F, to the standareh8te G chorabf G-B-D.

G7 Chord
& B & &
O—i_ OG?
o
® O ® ©o
o
GD G B G D F B

The difference between G and S that the latter includes &note.Otherwise, G
and G sharéhe GD-B notes.

F Major Chords (chords in the key of F)
Below are chords for the F major scale from Ukulele Hunt, showing C7 instead of C.

I IV V

Gm Am Bp §7 Dm

F ( ole) A
1c 3? TR C jaca

,_
N\

8}
(S

(D ot
(3]

U0 gy
(38

(38

(5]

Below is C7 on the piano keyboard, ajonith the C and C7 chords shown in uke
chord diagramsThe C7 adds a fourth note, Bb, to the standamdt@C chord of CE-G.
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C7 Chord

® |0 |®
oleNe Q.00
o
G C E C G C E Bb

The difference between C and 8 that the latter includes a Bb no@therwise, @
and C share the G, C and E notes.

G
Cj]——— OG?
® | © ® | ©
®
G D G B G D F B

QUIZ TIME i SECTION 2i Keys andChord Progressions
1) What extra note does C7 alddhave compared to C chord?
2) What extra note does G7 chdrdve compared to the G chord?
3) What does the opestring play on the G chord?
4) What do the open stgs play on the F chord?
5) What isthe HV-V chord progressiofor the key of F?
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Below arechords for all five common major scal€x:D, F, G and Aalong with
suggested fingerindg-rom http:/Avww.dummies.com/hovto/content/ukuleldor-
dummiescheatsheetuk-edition.html Note that the Z, 39 and & chords are minor
chords. An explanation of how these chords are derived for the C major scale is in
Appendix B.The important aspect is to focos the I, IV, V progression farachscale.
If you learn these basli¢IV, V chordsyou can strum thousands séngs.

IV V
Dm Em CE G7 Am

O

o
W
W
o
3]

|
- et
1
3 213
D Em F#m G A7 Bm
o ]
|

F Gm Am Bb C7 Dm
Og I&(\ I @) g@-

(8]

(§]

LD s
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0 ey
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o
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=
<
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=

0
O
O
O
O
O

3
£

—
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o
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A Bm C#m D E7  F#m

0 o O O O
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SECTION 3: THE UKE FRET BOARD

D o _nFrdceed Without It

The four chords shown above-[{IGF-G) are known tqust aboutall beginning uke

playes, becaustheyare socommarHowever , many players donoét
the fretboardlf you want to go further in your understanding you need to know the notes

on the fretboardOr, at least, know howo figure them outTo be blunty ou won ot
understand your uke the way you should unjessknow the fretboardHere it is,

diagramcourtesy of Underground Ukulele:
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How does thisworkT he fAnut o of the uke is at the v
The 18" fret is at the bottom (one you we will probably never pliyou place your
finger o cover any letter in the location shown and press on the string, then pluck that
string, you will get the note showihus if you presghe E string at therf$t fret, and
pluck the E string, you will get an F.you pressthe A string at the third fret, and pluck
that string, you will get a C; et(Note:this fretboard i gur e uses #06s but c
usedbbs t o indicate t he alsdedh Gfcoukle labeledB) s G# cC

etc.See Appendix C for the fret board diagram with sharps labeled as flats.)

| recommend you memorize the notes for the first three frets at least, then learn how
to figure out all the others. t 6 s r eEadh fugessevafetyimne piano key higher
(including all the blackeys).This is the same as saying one {sfp higherL et 6 s g o
back to the C major scale on the piano.

C maijor scale

[=]
@
£
=
g
E
=
7]
A
.

©
BlBIcllo|E|F|c|a|B]|C

Confirm each of the following statementstieyiewing both th€C majorpianoscale
and the fretboard diagram, then with your tuner

C to C# is one half stefyou get C#or Db) whenyou press thesifret of C string.
C# to D is one half stefY.ou get D when you press th& et of C string.
D to D# is one half stepx.ou get D#(or Eb) when you press thé%Jret of C string.

D# to E is one half stefY.ou get E when you press thé #tet of C string.
E to F is one half steffou get F when you press thé fset of C string.

Whoa!WhynotEtoE#? f you | ook at théerdaee npblaakrkeys y o u 0|
between E and F, and between B andl@& reason is beyond this syllabus, b fact
you should memorizérhink BE. After B and after E there is no black kd@he next key
after B and E is not a sharp or flat; it is C after B} &rafter E.

Thus, when you have a B on the fretboard, the next notenugne same stringill be
C, which is onéhalf step higher than B.

When you have an E on the fretboard, the next noteruthe same stringill be F,
which is onehalf step highethan E

27



This type ofexercise can be replicated on any stridgre are the first five notes of
the A string.Confirm these statemenisth the above diagraifpiano keyboar@ndthe
uke fretboard)andwith your tuner.

A to A# is one half steprou getA# (or Bb) when you press thetfret of A string.
A# toB is one half stepYou getB when you press the®fret of A string.

B to C is one half stepYou getC when you press the“Jret of A string.

Cto C#is one half stepYou getC# (or Ch) when you press the®fret of A string.
C# to D B one half steprou getD when you press thé"Sret of A string.

Do this exercise for each of the strings, and check the results with yourTthaer.
way youoll become f ami |réenaostsongstardplayedle f i r st
(certainly by beginners)

After you feel comfortable with the first five figfpractice playing th€ Major scale
on your uke C-D-E-F-G-A-B-C. A glance at the fretboard shows many ways of doing
this. The simplest method is tes@ a combination of open strings and fretteithgs to
play the notesThe figure below is similar to thfeetboard diagranfrom Ukulele
Undergroundbut ishorizontal instead of verticahnd only goes to 12 frets instead of 15.
Only notes in the C Majoscale are labelgdirom
http://www.ezfolk.com/uke/Tutorials/majscales/majoescales.htn)l

C Major
[Bl< D] E}E]
E] y—F G] [A] (BHAC]
D] [E -r-{F] G]
[A] [B{c] (D]

1 2 3 4 5 ] 7 8

Playingthe C Major Scale on Your Fret Board

C1 open C string

D 2™ fret, C string

E1 open E string

F1 1%fret, E string

Gi 3fret, E string

AT open A string

Bi 2"fret, A string

C (one octave higher thaniddleC)i 3" fret, A string

***
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Let 6 s | o o kl-IVa\gchards of the¢ C Majorescal€, F andG.

Musical Key I-IV-V Chords
C C=CE-G
F=FA-C
G =GB-D
C F G
elelo e e e
[ ] E
3 2 1 132

Beloware the first 5 frets of the fretboard, to correspond tahloeddiagrans above.

Now it should besasy to see how these chords are createdebfinger patterns.

1 Strummirg the C chord will give G (open string), C (open string), E (open
string), and C (A string, third fret pres§eG-C-E-C = C chord

f Strumming the F chord will give 4G string, 2¢fret pressed), C (open
string), F (E string, %fret pressed), and A (opetring): A-C-F-A = F chord.

§ Strumming the G chord will give G (open string), D (C striryfiet
pressed), G (E string'®Jret pressed), and B (A string!“@ret pressed):
G-D-G-B = G chord

QUIZ TIME i SECTION3i The Uke Fret Board

1) Pressing the Gtring at the % fret will give what note?

2) How many stringsn the F chord play the F note?

3) Considering just the first 12 fretspw many ways ardnere to playhe C noteon
the ukulele?

4) Considering just the first 12 fretispw many wag are there tplay an F note?

5) What is the V chord of th€ major scale?
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SECTION 4: COMMON CHORDS AND CHORD
SUBSTITUTION S

Chord Substitution

The next chart, from Ukulele Hunt, shows #@emost played uke chosdn all the
songs listed on their web siteeecommendyou learn as many as you c&uame may be
too difficult to play initially (particularly E and Bm), but again, there are substitutions
you can use

Most Used Ukulele Lhords

Times Used on Uke Hunt

Dm B D7 G’ Em E? A7 Bm C? B E E;r Fm Gm

AREFEEEECE DREEERERRER

13211 2341 341 24 231

Theoretically there areundreds bpossible chords, when you include the same chord
played several difrent waysThe following web site has a look up program for over 700
chords http://www.ukuleletricks.com/ukulelehords/1 t 6 s fun to scroll
Just look at the different ways thexee to playC major Despite this plethora of uke
chords, if you learthe above 20, with perhaps a few more addegdn will be able to
play virtually any song you come acro8ppendixD shows a table of recommended
chords from 6 different web sites.

*k*

In the key examplediscussed o f ar, C and-\NgYchdordve shown
progressionsTurns out that each chona the progressionan be substituted by one or
moreotherchords.The reason is their similaritthe substitutions usually sound jast
good as the original chord&nd an added borsus thathey are often easier to play.

Below is a table of som@mmon keys used for uls®ngs the basic-IV-V chord
progression for each, amtiords that can be substitutéa several instances the
substitute chord is more popular than the basic chord oflthe/l progression(This is
by no means aomplete list of chords that can substitute.)
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Musical Key I-IV-V Chords Chords that can substitute

C C=CEG CM7,C7
F=FA-C F7
G=GB-D G7
D D =D-F#A D7
G =G-B-D G7
A =A-CHE Am, A7
F F=FA-C F7
A = A-CHE Am, A7
C=CEG CM7,C7
G G=GB-D G7
C=GCGEG Cwm7,C7
D = D-F#A D7
A A= A-CH+E Am, A7
D = D-F#A D7
E=GB-D E7

You may rotethat two of the chord substitutions are not among the twenty most
popular:CM7 andF7.However, theséwvo are easy to forrCM7 (or Cmaj7) is simply
the 29 finger on the X fret of the A stringF7 is the same as F, with the addition of the
middle finger on the third fret of the C string.

(C'mayj7
slele

QUIZ TIME i SECTION4 i Chord Substitution
1) Substituting F7 for gives what notes for the chord?
2) To go from F to Am, what string would you -firet?
3) List the chords in the substitution column that require ardingle finger for
fretting.
4) To go from G to Em without lifting any fingers, whabuld you press?
5) Which of the 20 most common chords have all four strings fretted?
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SECTION 5: LEAD AND SONG SHEETS AND CHORDS

Actual Songs, and How They are Printed

In uke club sessions, the music played will show up in one of twofwayy i s how
up, 0 || mean it wil/ either be in a song bo
on an iPadr computer, or projected on the wall for all to see)

1) Standard musical notation shows the actual notes, measures,(8teneasure, or
bar, is the section betweémo vertical lines).The chords appear above the
measuresT hi s i s c al | $tahdaed midsica aothtios fbrele showis
the treble clef, the key signaturedathe time signaturie everything the musician
needs to play the piecéhis version of Clementine is an example of standard
musical notation.

Oh My Darling Clementine USA trad.

ni-ner, and his daugh-ter Clemen-tine. Oh my dar-ling, oh my dar-ling, och my
F c’ F c’ F

T 1 | = s 7
dar-ling Clemen-tine! You arelost and gone for-e - ver. Dreadful sor - ry, Clemen-tine.

The % indicates the treble clelin a piano, the treble clef shows the notes for the

right hand(Notes forthe left hand are written on the bass cl&fekey hereis F,

because there is ond B the key signatureshown as & on the third line of the

treble clef.These lines, from bottom to top, are E G B D F, often memorized as
AEvery Good BgepSobes et vest Fudd | i ne mean:
flatted, and that this is the key of Fhe fact that the piece begins and ends with

the F chord also signifies it is in the key oﬂ]’f'l.ei after thebis the time

signature, and meatisere are three beatsrpaeasure, with each quarter note
getting one beat.

You donét have to read music tdoupl ay uk
just change chords on the words, as shown can ignore all the notes.

One advantage of standard musical notationistha t put s al | pl aye

p a g Ené ather way music is commonly displayed calledsongsheetsare not
standardized, and are often modified to meet the needs of the §muptimes
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2)

they are modified more than once, so that different playsrs the song in
different keys'This is less likely to happen with standard musical notaBome
groups use the popular Beldily Ukulelebooks, which together have over 700
uke songs in standard musical notatfjoe., as lead sheetd)/ith standardooks,
everyone iditerally on the same page.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

The i
DAILY piiy ¢
UKUjELE l UKIlLELE !

...............

When the melody line is shown with letters for the chords displayed above, the
term used i Geméntine smagsic showan ert the previous page is thus
shown as a lead sheet. When only lyricsandletters for chords are shown, the
term used i s sdngsheetgoClenmertiae, belpwSeng sheetare

not standardized, and in fact are often modified to suit the needs of each particular
group.Most uke groups | have attendeddabl10 different ones, and counting)

have favored songheets, because they &ss intimidating thakead sheetsand
because singers and experienced players can modify them to suit their own special
talents In this section of £lementinesongsheetthe chordsareshown before

the words (further down | wikhow songshees$ with chords over the words).

Oh My Da r 1 ing C 1 ement ineww traditionaimusic.co.uk

Oh My Darling Clementine

[C] In a cavern, in a canyon,
Excavating for a [G7] mine

Dwelt a miner, forty [C] niner

And his [G7] daughter, Clemen[C]tine

Chorus

Oh my [C] darling, oh my darling
Oh my darling, Clemen[G7]tine

Thou art lost and gone [C] forever
Dreadful [G7] sorry, Clemen[C]tine

[C]Light she was and like a fairy
And her shoes were number [G7] nine
Herring boxes without [C] topses
Sandals [G7] were for Clemen[C]tine
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Chord Progressions in both types of song sheets

Let 6s | ook amrdttheiachofdenegressimmuging both standard musical

notation andongsheetsShown below once again @ementine in the key d¥, using
standard musical notatida lead sheetOnly two of the chords in thelV-V
progressiorare in thisexample F and C7.

1 1-IV-V Chord progression fdfey of F: F-A-C
1 Chords in this version of Clemgne: F andC7.

Oh My Darling Clementine USA trad.

g L] '. ‘ - (i) .‘l 1 » I
ni-ner, and his daugh-ter Clemen-tine. Oh my darling, oh my dar-ling, ch my
" F c’ F c’ F
e ey
:%Gi e —— — d"I]I' i' s 5 "'
dar-ling Clemen-tine! You are lost and gone for-e - ver. Dreadful sor - ry, Clemen-tine.

Here is Clementine in the key of Gsing asongsheet
1 [I-IV-V Chord progression fdfey of C. C-F-G
1 Chords in this version of Clemteme: C andG7.

Verse f I the cavern, in o camyvon,
GT
Excavating for a mine,
A
Dwwelt a miner, forty-niner,

G7 C
And his daughter, Clemen-tine.

C
Charws 1 Oh my darling, oh my darling.

GT
(i my darling Clemen-tine.

You are lost and gone for-cver,

G7
Divcadiul sorry, Clemen-tine.

Verse 2 Light she was, amd like a fairy,
G7
Amd her shoes were number nine.
C
Herring boxes without topses,

G7 [H
Sandals were for Clemen-tine,

Coprprig bt & 3002 brg HAL LEJGMARD CORPIRATION
Isigrmatagl Cogyright Secursd A Righis Resoryad
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And here is Clementine ithe key ofD, again with j$t two of thechords fronthe
typical 3-chord progressian
1 1-IV-V Chord progression for -G-A
1 Chords in this version of Clemtme: D and A7.

OH, MY DARLING CLEMENTINE

Words and Music by
PERCY MONTROSE

g
[+ AT
£ i L
A ] FE e 1 LR B N
" T - ) - - = -
-
11 cav - em, i 3 gan - wom, Ex - g3 - val - img for oa e [Faclt  a
2y was  and  like & fair . oy, And her shoss  weremume-ber  ming, Her « ring
(3 duck - mps e the  wa - wr Ev - “ry  mwn - img just ag e, Saubbd her
4T See adifoional §
] AT (¥
e =]
i el - . T le = & - -
min - or fowr iy nin_. ¥, And  his  daugh - fer Cham = on - dine
b - with - o s e, Ran - dals  were for Chemn - en - ume L3y
23 inst a splin T Fell in b0 the foam - ing  brime

As you can seeimple songs can use orilyo of the three chords inlalV-V chord
progressionN o w lloektatbtseme songs with all three chords ofi¥-V chord
progression.



Here is asongsheet forFive Foot Two showing words and chords onlyis in the
key of C.
1 [I-IV-V Chord progression faC: C-F-G
9 Chords in this version dfive Foot TwoC, E7,A7, D7, G7

Five Foot Two
C E7 A7 D7 G7
4/4 Sn-E

INTRO: D7///] G7///] /Il G7//]]

C E7
Five foot two, eyes of blue, but,
A7

Oh, what those five feet could do!

D7 G7 c/111 &7//1]

Has anybody seen my girl?

C E7
Turned-up nose, turned down hose,
A7

Flapper, yes sir, one of those!
D7 G7 C
Has anybody seen my girl?

L E7
Now if you run into a five-foot-two,
A7
Covered with furs,
D7
Diamond rings and all those things,
G7 (tacit)
Bet your life it isn't her!
C E7
But could she love, could she woo,
A7

Could she, could she, could she coo?
D7 G7 C
Has anybody seen my girl?



Here isThis Landin the key of G
1 [I-IV-V Chord progression fdé: G-C-D
1 Chords in this version dfhis Land G, C, D7

G C G
This land is your land this land is my land
D7 G
From California to the New York | sland
C G
From the Redwood Forests to the Gulf Stream waters
D7 G

This land was made for you and me

C G
As | was walking that ribbon of highway
D7 G
| saw above me an endless skyway
C G
| saw below me a Golden Valley
D7 G
This land was made for you and me

Repeat #1

C G
| roamed and rambled and followed my footsteps
D7 G
Through the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts
C G
And all around me a voice was sounding
D7 G
This land was made for you and me

QUIZ TIME i SECTIONSi Song Sheets and Chords
1) What is thedIV-V chord progression for key of D?
2) What is thedlV-V chord progression for key of G?
3) Trueor Falsein standard music notation, a new chord starts on each measure.
4) If all you have is @ongsheet (words and chords) wa@an you tell what key
a piece of music is i

5) In standard sheet music, what d:iamean on the treble clef?
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SECTION 6: CHORD VEXATION AND MOV_ABLE CHORDS

Changing chords, while keeping the rhythm, bedevils all beginning uke playart from
insufficient practice, there are twoan reasons for this situatiot) Physical limitation and 2)
Uncommon Chords.

Physical Limitation
One awl two fret chordsare easy for everyone, such as

A A7 Am
[¢ é I
® ¢
and
C F

Threefret chords(meaning chords where fingers have to press strings in 3 different locations)
are more difficult, but if théingersare close together, t notsa big problemOnthe 20 most
popularchords 9 are-&et; of the 5 most popular, two arefiet, the G and the D.

G
Q

o

132 L1

Fourfret chordsi meaning the strings are pressed in four different plaass generally more
difficult, especially when they call foising one finger on two or more frétso called barre
chords.Barre chords are very difficult for some people.
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Fourfret chordsare speciabecause they artosed chordsin closed chords, athe strings are
fretted i.e., there are no open stringkey are also callednovable chord$ because you can
move them up or down the fret board to get a different cfidmds, once you master the
fingering for one of thesé-fret closedchords, you have mastered the fingering for others as
well. The most commofour-fret chord isBh.

Bb

3211

To play Bb you eitherbar the first two strings witthe first finger (as shown here), or you could

use the first and second fingers for hand E string, first fret then you would use finger 3 for
the 29fret at C stringand finger 4 for the'8fret at G string

For most beginners, learning tlilsordwell enough to play in a songdifficult initially.
However, this chord shapeldPORTANT BECAUSEIT IS MOVABLE; YOU CAN USE IT
TO PLAY OTHER CHORDS.

Once you get tls chord shape down, yacan move it up the fret board ehalf step to playhe
B chord

B

0O

e

©

Move the fingers mother half step up and you have C chord.

C

00
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Anotherhalf stepwith this same fingering, you get Ca#ad so onThis sameshape at th&" fret
will play E, whichmaybe easiefor somepeoplethan the more common way playing E
which is astretchand bedevd most beginnersas shown here

E

ukulele-chards, com

Below is a photo of an expert playingHte isbarring the G, C and E of the fourth fretgda
pressing the A string atthe secondfidb st begi nne ifheyeitharendup do t hat'!
pressing the A string at the fourth fret with their barre fingecaonotmake the stretch at all.

12 3

However, in other kasassbstii fondn tha tasesifopu hadeptgap o d
the Bb fingering, you could move that fingering to tHefiet and playthe E note
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1ée 4mmm 7" Fret

When physically challenging chords appear, it is beptap a reasonable alternative, or simply
skip over them.

Uncommonchords

There are well over a thousand possible chords for the\Mée. experienced players may know
a hundred omore Thebeginner is happy to learn a dozen or&iagle page chordhats carried
by many players can appear very intimidatibge t 6 s s ay vy o utwokohtlee0 nidstand G-
popular chords listed by Ukulele HuBu t | o oshowwdnahtobeschorcchartfor the

letter G G, G7, Gbm, Gbm7, etc., etc., allthewaytoE9. g ht een A GdDowhor ds al

have to learn those to@* course not, and probably very few uke players know even half of
them.

Gb Gb7 Gbm Gbm7  Gbdim  Gbaug Gbé Gbmaj7 Gb9
(A [ ] [®] [ [ ][] [ ] [ [ XX T HK]
® |9 (0| o0 o]0 [X ] @
[ HK
CHK +‘1 o1 e
[ 1] LI [ 1]
G G7 Gm Gm7 Gdim Gaug G6 Gmaj7 G9
[ 1] (@] [[]/o [[oe (oo | [ 1] []
s hatl B 1 ST [$9 ol
[ ] 1] q (X ]
T T

I n every uke session ypooodeel né&lekisthgsdngeedount
sheetfoi 6 m G o RighaDowni ahd/Nrite Myself a Letterin the Key of G.
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You could know all the common chotd®nsider yourself a pretty goptayer, and still be
unfamiliar with Gmaj7, B7YG6and Edim Or, you mightactually know them, but not so well
thatyou can nake the quick chord transitiomhis happens all the tinfeuncommon chords crop
up. All you should do is either keep playing the previous chord, orgoayething similar to the
ones listed (e.g., G for Gmaghd G§. No one knows all the chords, and ttsisot a big deal in

practice.

QUIZ TIME i SECTIONG6 i Chord Vexation and Movable Chords
1) What is a movable cho?d
2) E7 can be substituted for E in what key?
3) Bb chord fingering playedt the & fret wouldgive what chord?
4) To play E using the chord shafme Bb, what fret you move the fingering to?
5) When finger presses two or more strings at the same time, it is called what?
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